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Our club’s Holiday Dinner Social will be on December 10th, 5 PM
to 9 PM. Our hosts will be Maus and Cece Stearns, 2580 Custer

Drive, San Jose, CA 95124.

Installation of 2017 Officers and Holiday Dinner Celebration!

This month we installed our slate of officers for 2017 as follows:

Happy Holidays President Maus Stearns
Vice-President Mel Bretzke
Secretary Diane Stelma
Treasurer Cece Stearns
Director Rita Hughes
Director Frank Mullany

Our annual holiday event was held on Saturday, December 10th.
The club will provided the main dish and desert; members and friends
brought appetizers and side dishes to share. We were excited to install
our new officers for 2017 and wrap up the Koi season in style. Members
donated gifts for Toys for Tots, had a gift exchange, and had a great time.

The club will not have a regular meeting in December; our Holiday
Dinner Social was our event for the month of December. Next meeting is January 17", 2017.

Visit us on the web at: www.sckoi.com

Club Meetings:

The club meets on the third Tuesday of each month except July (Third Friday) and December (No
Meeting). At meetings we get acquainted with members and guests, address any pond issues that people
may have then enjoy a pond or water gardening related presentation. Afterwards we enjoy refreshments
and open discussion.



Upcoming Events

Jan 3 Board Meeting, 7:30 PM, All members are welcome.

Jan 17 General Meeting, 7:30 PM, Willow Glen Library Meeting Room
Feb 7 Board Meeting, 7:30 PM

Feb 21 NO GENERAL MEETING THIS MONTH

Mar 21 General Meeting, 7:30 PM, Willow Glen Library Meeting Room

Apr 29-30 Cupertino Cherry Blossom Festival

July 15 26" Annual SCVKWG Pond Tour

Water Plant of the Month - Yellow Water Snowflake

[Nymphoides spp.]

Water snowflake is part of a large family of what are
commonly called waterlily-like plants because their leaves
float at the surface of the water while the roots are anchored
in soil below — much like the habit of a waterlily.

The plant is constantly reproducing, spreading runners out
along the surface of the pond. Like water lettuce, you can
pinch off the new plantlets to share with friends and help
control growth. Because it's a hardy grower, the Water
Snowflake is great for ponds that suffer from constant algae
blooms. The leaves will quickly spread across the water,
providing shade and minimizing algae growth.

Yellow Water Snowflake has very frilly, star-shaped yellow flowers, green leaves, and is hardy in Zones 5-
11. This free flowering plant has a fast-growing, running spreading habit so you may need to trim it back
from time to time. Ideally it grows in 4 to 24 inches of water.

Reference: http://aquaplant.tamu.edu/plant-identification
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http://www.aquascapeinc.com/blogs/water-gardening/Snowflakes-on-the-Water
http://www.aquascapeinc.com/blogs/water-gardening/Snowflakes-on-the-Water
http://aquaplant.tamu.edu/plant-identification

When the Water Cools...What to Expect...
By Eve Bretzke

The first thing to expect when the water cools is to reduce the amount you
feed your Koi. If you don’t already have a pond water thermometer, get
one, and start a daily /weekly log and track pond water temperatures.

Understanding the effects of water temperature on the pond and Koi will
help explain the changes that occur during the cold winter months, and what
you can do to minimize the negative effects of these changes.

When temperatures drop below 60 degrees , the Koi immune system has
already begun to slow down. At 65 degrees, the immune system of Koi operate at about 50% efficiency; at 60
degrees it drops to about 20% efficiency. Bacteria, both good and bad, continue to be very active. The Koi still have
healthy appetites, and the filter is operating at near 100% efficiency. At this temperature aeromonas bacteria is also
still active.

At 50 degrees, the koi immune system is operating at only about 10% efficiency, while aeromonas is still at about
60%. Some of the warm water parasites have begun to slow down, but the cold-water parasites such as Costia and
Chilodinella, are quite content, and can pose a threat to our now low-immune protected koi. Feeding should be
almost nil at this point, although the filter is still capable of converting ammonia to nitrites and nitrites to nitrates, so
these toxins should not be a problem.

At 45 degrees we are at the end of Aeromonas danger zone because most bacteria have slowed to less than 20%
effectiveness. The koi, because they are cold-water creatures, have begun to enter a state of torpor, and are most
likely no longer interested in food. They will be inactive most of the time, spending their days swimming slowly at
the bottom of the pond, where the water is warmest.

At 40 degrees, which is very nearly the coldest temperature a koi can survive in, the filter has ceased to function.
Bacteria, both pathogenic and beneficial, are at or near zero percent effectiveness, as is the koi's immune system. In
short, everything, both ecologically and physiologically, has pretty much shut down.

Once the filter stops functioning, nitrites will no longer be produced, but until that time, nitrites could still build to
dangerous levels if we continue to feed. Most parasites are warm-water creatures, and become dormant or die off
when the water drops into the low fifties. Notable exceptions to this are Costia (or ichthyobodo) and Chilodinella.
These two parasites can be deadly at temperatures as low as 40 degrees.

We know that Aeromonas ranges from 60 degrees to 45 degrees. We know that koi have a lowered immune system
while the aeromonas (and other bacterial pathogens) are still active in this temperature range. The colder months
is the single most dangerous time for koi-health related problems. Koi will continue to release ammonia even after
feeding has stopped. Once the filters have stopped functioning, nitrites will not be a problem, but ammonia should
be monitored regularly, and controlled thru water changes as needed. In the Spring, it is a good idea to check for
nitrites, as the appearance of rising levels indicate that the filter is starting up.

Another very important test is Carbonate Hardness, or KH. Our ponds are still very much alive during the winter
months if the water is over 40 degrees F. This means that fish respiration, nitrification, and photosynthesis are all
producing CO2, which is neutralized by the carbonates in the water. If the carbonates become exhausted, the CO2,
which forms carbonic acid in the water, will cause a pH crash. Many fish deaths have been caused by this
phenomena. For short term control, baking soda can be used to raise pH and replenish the carbonate levels. For long
term control, oyster shells or crushed coral can be placed somewhere in the pond where water will flow past it, such
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as over an air stone or near a pump return. A KH reading of 90 or above should be maintained for adequate
buffering. As a back-up test, pH should be checked frequently. If it shows a trend downwards consider it an
indication of insufficient carbonate.

Finally, and most importantly, keep doing regular water changes during the colder months. This is the best way to
control any and all contaminants in the pond.

(Authors note: Much of the factual information in this article is from a Koi Health Advisor Continuing Education
course written by Richard Carlson)

Now you know ©

AKCA KHV Fundraising Drive 2016_2017

From the Associated Koi Clubs of America

ANNOUNCING OUR 2016-2017 AKCA PROJECT KHV FUND RAISING DRIVE

Please help the Associated Koi Clubs of America (AKCA) sponsor research to stamp out KHV and protect
our beloved koi from this killer disease

= All funds go 100% to KHV Research & Education
= All donations are tax deductible — Make a difference, make a donation
= Federal TAX ID# 95-3612512. Make checks payable to and mail to:

AKCA Project KHV
P.O. Box 10879
Costa Mesa, CA 92627

Include that you are a member of Santa Clara Valley Koi and Water Garden club and are supporting
AKCA'’s efforts to stamp out KHV and protect Koi. Thank You!

Monthly Club Report to Associated Koi Clubs of America (AKCA)

The club installed its slate of officers for 2017 at our December Holiday Dinner. We thank those who have
stepped up to serve our club for the coming year.

NOTE: The above report will be added to AKCA board Minutes and will be posted on AKCA website for all to see under our name as Santa Clara
Valley Koi and Water Garden Club. Check http://www.akca.organd click on Koi Clubs.

Board Meeting Review — December 2016
The December board meeting was cancelled due to schedule conflicts with board members. We will meet
in January. Thank you to our outgoing officers for your service throughout the year!
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Photos from the club’s holiday party December 10"

Thank you Cece and Maus for hosting a great event!
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Our Sponsors

Please support our sponsors. They provide valuable products and services to our club members. While we
love our sponsors SCVKWG does not endorse any business, service, or product.

YES! Please enter my
subscription to KOI USA for

[J 1 Year Club Member $25 [[] 2 Year Member $46
[J 1 Year $30 Non-member [] 2 Years Non-member Only $53

AKCA Club
[] Payment enclosed Charge my: [ Visa [ MC [ Bill me later

CARD # EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE (Required)

NAME

SUBSCRIBE =

TODAY!

S BIG ISSUES TPUseo
. zIP
Canada add $10, all others add $10 « US FUNDS ONLY
n y Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of your first issue

2-year and expedited non-domestic subscription

- delivery available. Call or check our website.
888/660-2073 www.koiusa.com Wit 66 KON USA,V PO Box 461 180, Esc:ndido, oA aoas

Aquatic Veterinary Services

Northern California Santa €ruz Koi
Offering in-house and ambulatory all- Monterey Bay’s one-stop shop for professional
encompassing fish veterinary care. pond solutions.
Our goal is to take the stress out of Our professional staff will guide you through
keeping your fish healthy by providing excep- troubleshooting any pond or fish problem.

tional veterinary care . i .
We carry all pond equipment, supplies, fish

treatments and koi food.

(831) 431-6327
(831) 346-6151 http://SANTACRUZKOIl.com
http://AVSNCA.com

Covering preventative health care to critical
care and surgery.

Owner by Jessie Sanders, DVM, CertAqV of Jessie Sanders Veterinary Medicine Inc
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lmportor of quality Japancso koi and pond supplies

i |
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ADVANCED LANDSCAPE SYSTEMS
Specializing in Koi Ponds and Water Features
Design | Build | Renovatlons | Repalrs

- { \\\‘

Commercial / ReS|dent|aI
Pond Maintenance Programs
(weekly / bi-weekly / monthly)
Design / Build / Repair / Renovation
Pumps, Filters, Liner, Supplies
Underwater Lighting, LED, Solar

" (408)559-7762

T: (408) 295-4500 genkikoi.com 1850 S 10th St #14
genkikoi@hotmail.com San Jose, CA 95112 [..d W—advagg:ge!gvt,‘ef'scape-°°"‘

25+ Years Experience ~ License CA #570322

Great Selection of Koi
and
Water Plants

<3+ Large selection of hand picked
Japanese Koi & Fancy Goldfish

<2* Authorized Dealer For; "
i Health & Habitat Aqua Ultra Violet UV filters and Ultima filter

Sanjiv Kapoor

) 2> W.Lim Corp,

408.223.9776 Wave I, I1, and Dragon Pumps
sanji poor@stanfordalumni.org
<2+ ShoKoi "Impact" Koi Food

recommended by Dr. Erik Johnson

Koi Health Services:

Parasite, bacterial, water quality & viral problems 2 Pond and Koi supplies

On-site & lab testing for complex water quality problems
Vet referrals and autopsies of Koi

Spring and fall water quality treatments .:. I.al’ge SG'GGﬁOI‘I Of Plants,
Waterlilies and Lotus
Koi Habitat Services: i 1
Filtration upgrades and pond flow optimization cnerrv “II| Ko' & waler Gardens
Complete design service for new ponds Established in 1986, Cherry Hill is owned and operated by Gregg
On-site quarantine set-up Steed, master water gardener, author, and lecturer.
351 Spar Ave.
Member AKCA, ZNA and K.O.I. San Jose, CA 95117
Certified Koi Health Advisor (408) 260-1445

Open 11:00am to 5:00pm Friday, Saturday, Sunday
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Full color printing on Mugs, Shirts, Plagues
Engraved and Lazered awards, Embroidery, Full color banners

Frank Mullaney

San Jose, CA g
Cell: 408-691-2656

email: rockyfiv@aol.com

408-266-1791
web site: rockyfive.net

JCO( Lﬁon/ Serm’ce C(prerts

Chano Zavala

Owner
(650) 960-5932

556 Farley Street 24/7 Emergency Service

Mountain View, CA 94043 chanozavala@gmail.com

-rokaldo Ga”cr

Japanese Antiques
, www.tokaidogallery.com
4620 Soquel Dr., Soquel, CA 95073
831-854-2050

Theo Burger

Vice President - Investment Officer
Financial Advisor

CA Insurance Lic # 0D70389

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC

One Almaden Boulevard, Suite 1000

San Jose, CA 95113

Direct: 408-938-2856

Cell: 650-906-5275

Toll Free: 800-876-4848
Member FINRA/SIPC theo.burger@wfadvisors.com

www.home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/theo.burger

POND ADVICE

KOI & Goldfish Rescue
Aquaponics: Backyard & Comercial
Bee Keeper Swarm Removal
Fruit tree pruning & grafting

Cal Hansen

Cell: 408-688-7143 email: koi.junky@yahoo.com

Skorey & Hughes

Individualized Tax and Financial
Services at Reasonable Cost

3150 Almaden Expwy, #231
San Jose, CA 95118

Phone: (408) 445-3470
FAX: (408) 445-3475

Visit www.sckoi.com for the latest club information and events!
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http://www.sckoi.com/

